RESPIRATORY VIRUS TEST ALGORITHM

< Child with respiratory or flu-like illness >

Will a direct clinical
change be made based on a
virus result?

NO
Do not test

YES
E.g. Start or stop antivirals, limit antibiotics and/or ancillary testing,
decrease hospitalization

If any respiratory virus
(including influenza)
is relevant

If only influenza virus
Is relevant

INFLUENZA VIRUS PCR RESPIRATORY VIRUS PCR

Nasal wash only Nasal wash, tracheal aspirates, BAL, lung tissue

Detects influenza A/B, RSV A/B, parainfluenza 1-4, adenovirus,
rhinovirus, CoVs 229E, OC43, NL63, and HKU1
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