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Medicaid matters to Colorado children

and the pediatric specialty hospital that provides care for them
As a pediatric specialty hospital, The Children's Hospital serves as a quaternary referral center not only for the state, but for the Rocky Mountain region.  In this capacity, Children’s consistently provides care to more Medicaid recipients than any other hospital in the state—over 41% of the total patient days are attributable to Medicaid recipients.

According to the Joint Budget Committee’s Department of Health Care Policy & Financing FY 09-10 Figure setting document, the FY 09-10 Medicaid caseload is projected to be comprised of 251,764 children, or roughly 58% of the total projected Medicaid caseload, making Colorado children the largest caseload category of the state’s Medicaid population.

The Children's Hospital’s high Medicaid payor mix, unmatched by any other hospital, combined with inadequate Medicaid reimbursement rates that do not cover the costs associated with the care provided, creates an unsustainable trend for The Children's Hospital.

· In 2008, the financial loss between the cost of care provided to Medicaid children and the reimbursement was over $62 million dollars;
· In 2007, the financial loss between the cost of care provided to Medicaid children and the reimbursement was over $47 million dollars; and
· In 2006, the financial loss between the cost of care provided to Medicaid children and the reimbursement was over $44 million dollars.
In recognition of the unique role of The Children's Hospital for Colorado’s children and the unsustainable Medicaid trend, The Joint Budget Committee designated a line item in the FY05-06 budget for the state’s Pediatric Specialty Hospital.  An important note about this appropriation is that it is made through Medicaid; therefore, it receives a 1 to 1 match by federal dollars.
The Children’s Hospital is a critical component of the Colorado pediatric health care delivery system; providing care that is not available in any other regional setting.  It is continually recognized as one of the nation’s outstanding hospitals by U.S. News & World Report and Parents Magazine, and is known both for its nationally and internationally recognized medical and research programs. We are grateful for the Joint Budget Committee, the department and legislative bodies’ acknowledgement of the critical medical resource The Children's Hospital fills for all Colorado children.

As the FY09-10 state budget is finalized, it is respectfully requested that the General Assembly continue their efforts in supporting Colorado’s sole Pediatric Specialty Hospital.
Contact Information:  Ruth Aponte, Aponte Busam,  303.907.1980

                                            Lonna Lindsay, The Children's Hospital,  777.720.8526

