
Friday, September 28, 2007

By Kimberly Hefling
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

WASHINGTON — President
Bush promised on Thursday to
takestepstoreduceair trafficcon-
gestionand long delays that have
left travelersgrounded.
“Endlesshours sitting in an air-

plane on a runway with no com-
munication between a pilot and
the airport is just not right,” he
said.
Bush met in the Oval Office

with Transportation Secretary

Mary Peters and acting Federal
Aviation Administrator Bobby
Sturgell.
The president urged Congress

to look at legislation to modern-
ize the FAA, and instructed Pe-
ters to reportback to him quickly
aboutways to make sure air pas-
sengersare treatedappropriately
andprogress ismade to easecon-
gestion.
“We’ve got a problem,” Bush

said. “We understand there’s a

problem. And we’re going to ad-
dresstheproblem.”
After the meeting, Peters told

reporters that she is asking air-
lines to meet to formulate a plan
to improve scheduling at New
York’s John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport,which is one of the
nation’s busiest. If no solution is
found,shesaid, thedepartmentis
preparedto issuea schedulingre-
ductionorder.
She said the agency also is im-

proving the department’s com-
plaint system and is acting to in-
crease compensation for passen-
gers involuntarily bumped from
flights to more than $600 from
$200.
Peters said all options are on

the table, including forcing air-
lines to pay more to fly during
peaktravelperiods.EarlierThurs-
day, airline executives told Con-
gress that paying more wouldn’t
mitigatetherecorddelays.
That strategy “will do nothing

morethanreduceserviceto small
communities, reduce job growth
and raise fares for commercial
passengers,” Zane Rowe, senior
vice president of network strate-
gy at Continental Airlines Inc.,
told the Senate subcommitteeon
aviationoperations,safetyandse-
curity.

NewYork’sLaGuardiaInterna-
tional Airport used a congestion
pricing model in the 1960s that
workedwell,FAAofficialssaid.
The airline industry’s on-time

performance in the first seven
months of 2007 was its worst
sincecomparableinformationbe-
gan being collected in 1995, ac-
cordingtogovernmentdata.
In July, the most recentmonth

for which data are available, 20
carriers reported an on-time ar-
rival rate of 69.8 percent, down
from73.7percentayearearlier.
JFKInternationalnormallyhas

enough capacity for 44 depar-
tures between 8 and 9 a.m., but
commercial airlines regularly
schedule 57 departures, said
Steve Brown, a former associate
administratorforair trafficservic-
esat theFAA.
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Milo Skinner has lived at Chil-
dren’sHospital’sdowntowncam-
pus formuch of his 10-month life,
but on Saturday he’s getting new
digs.
Milo, alongwith asmany as 150

other Children’s Hospital pa-
tients, is moving eight miles east
toChildren’snewcampusinAuro-
ra. There, all of the patients will
settle in to bigger, brighter and
quieter rooms equipped with the
latesttechnology.
“I thinkhe’lldogreatduringthe

move. He loves to get out,” said
hismom,JanaySkinner.
After six years of planning, the

270-bed, $560 million hospital is
scheduledtoopenat7a.m.onSat-
urday. Children’s will become
part of the Anschutz Medical
Campus,alreadyhometotheUni-
versity of Colorado Hospital,
whichmovedinJune,andtheUni-
versityofColoradoHealthScienc-
esCenter.
The emergency room at the

downtown location will shut
downat7 a.m.Saturdayaswell.
Children’s, which started in

1897 as a tent hospital, had run
outof roomtoexpandat itsdown-
townlocation.
In the mid-1990s, the 577-acre

site of the former Fitzsimons Ar-
my Medical Center in Aurora be-
came available, allowing Chil-
dren’s, University Hospital and
the CU Medical School to com-
bine their resources on the same
campus.
Unlike the University Hospital

move, which was conductedover
several weeks this spring, all of

Children’s patients likely will
transfer to their new homes in a
singleday.The firstpatienttrans-
fers will begin at 7 a.m., continu-
ing throughouttheday via ambu-
lance, helicopter and — for pa-
tients who are healthy enough—
theirparents’cars.
An estimated 130 to 150 pa-

tients will be shuttled to the new
hospital,dependingon the flowof
patientadmissionsand discharg-
es in thenext24hours.If thenum-
ber stays around 130, the move
should be wrapped up by Satur-
day night, said hospital spokes-
womanMelissaVizcarra.
Thenewhospitalroomsfeature

posh accommodations for pa-
tients and visiting families alike,
includingflat-screenTVs, individ-
ual bathrooms with showers, ex-
pandedsiblingchildcareandlow-
er countertops for kids at recep-
tionareas.
ForMilo, it’s the latestmove in

an already eventful life. The bub-
bly, brown-eyed boy was born in
Colorado Springs last November
with a heart defect that resulted
in the narrowing of his trachea,
which transports air from the
throattothe lungs.
Withinhours,hewasonaFlight

for Life helicopter on his way to
Children’s, where he underwent
sixhoursofsurgery.Afterrecuper-
ating at Children’s Colorado
Springs annex, he was readmit-
ted to Children’s downtown loca-
tionbecausehis tracheawas flop-
pingshutbetweenbreaths.
Fortunately for Milo, the prog-

nosis is good. While he currently
has a tracheostomy and is
hooked to a ventilator that holds
his airwayopen,as hegrowsolder
his trachea should grow strong
enoughto support itself,hismom
said.
“Thecolorsatthethenewhospi-

tal are great, and everything is so
clean and bright,” Janay Skinner
said, beaming at her son. “There
are going to be lots of new things
to lookat.”

Bush pushes to reduce airline delays
President urges
Congress, officials
tomodernize FAA
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;Born with a heart defect,Milo Skinner has spentmost
of his 10months at Children’sHospital inDenver.He is
among the 130 to 150 patientswhowillmove to the
hospital’s newAurora location Saturday.Milo’smom,
JanaySkinner, is excited about themove. “There are going
to be lots of new things (forMilo) to look at.”

,Ronnie Duran, an employee of Duffy Crane andHauling
Co., guides a load ofMRI supplies suspended froma crane.
Children’sMRImachinemustmake themove, too.

NewChildren’s awaits young patients’ arrival
Move to newdigs
inAurora begins
Saturdaymorning

The move
Children’sHospitalwill shutter its downtown location, including the
emergency room, at 7 a.m. Saturday.When the lights goout at the
old building, the doorswill openat theAnschutzMedical Campus in
Aurora. From130 to 150 patientswill be transferred to the new
location throughout the day.

n New hospital address: 13123E. 16thAve., Aurora

“We’ve got a problem.Weunderstand
there’s a problem. Andwe’re going to
address the problem.”

President Bush
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