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Victory for Kids: State Children's Health Insurance Program Bill Passes!

In late January, the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate reauthorized the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  Colorado’s SCHIP program, known as Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+), provides health coverage to children who are not eligible for Medicaid and whose parents are not offered or cannot afford health insurance through their employers. It also provides a safety net for kids whose parents have lost their jobs and cannot afford to purchase private insurance. More than 60,000 children are covered by the program, which covers doctor visits, immunizations, medications, emergency room services, dental services, vision and hearing care and behavioral care. The Colorado SCHIP Coalition was formed in 2007 to advocate for reauthorization of the children’s health insurance program.  Its members include health care providers, faith-based groups, advocacy organizations, foundations and members of the business community. To read more about the reauthorization of SCHIP, click here or to learn more about CHP+ in Colorado, visit cchp.org.
The Children's Hospital Supports the Colorado Healthcare Affordability Act

The Colorado Healthcare Affordability Act, designated as House Bill 1293, would allow Colorado to leverage state funds to draw down additional federal funds to provide coverage to more than 100,000 uninsured Coloradans. The proposal also would help stem the rising cost of health insurance for businesses and families by addressing cost-shifting, one of the key drivers of rising costs, without increasing the burden on taxpayers.  "Roughly 800,000 Coloradans, including 180,000 children, currently lack health insurance," Gov. Ritter said. "Over the past two years, we've launched a Building Blocks to Healthcare Reform strategy. The Colorado Healthcare Affordability Act gives us an opportunity to continue that progress, and to make major strides at a time when more and more families are struggling just to keep food on the table."  The Colorado Hospital Association, the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing and the Governor's Office have been working together for more than nine months to develop the proposal. To learn more about HB 1293, click here.
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April Marks Child Abuse Prevention Month! 
Keeping children safe from harm: we all have a role to play
Child abuse is one of the leading causes of death for children, both nationally and here in Colorado.  At The Children's Hospital, where we are the only Level One Pediatric Trauma Center in the region, it is the number one cause of trauma death for the children we care for.  
Child abuse is a devastating issue, but the good news is that it can be prevented.  The hospital's ongoing partnership with The Kempe Center (www.kempe.org) is one way that we engage in activities to prevent abuse and neglect.  Another way is through the Kohl's Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention Campaign (www.calmacryingbaby.org), which is a partnership between Kohl's Department Stores, The Children's Hospital and The Kempe Center.  The campaign is designed to educate the community about the dangers of shaking a baby, offers solutions for how to calm a crying baby, as well as manage the frustrations a caregiver may experience when caring for a fussy baby.
To mark the beginning of Child Abuse Prevention Month, Children's will hold a lighting ceremony on Tuesday, March 31st at 7pm.  Blue lights and ribbons will line Children's Way during the entire month of April.  

We all have a role to play in keeping children safe from harm.  Here are some ideas of ways you can help:
· Wear a blue ribbon to raise awareness. Blue is the color that symbolizes child abuse prevention. 
· Learn more about local prevention efforts.  One of the most deadly forms of child abuse is Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS).  If you are interested in learning more about our SBS prevention efforts, how we are making an impact, and what you can do to help, please join us for our advocacy lunch & learn session on this topic, which will be held on April 13 from 12pm - 1pm in Mt. Yale.  To register, visit: www.thechildrenshospital.org/advocacy and click on "Advocacy Events." 
· Visit the resource table at The Children's Hospital the weeks of April 6 and 27 in the Atrium.  Stop by to learn more about how you can help or gather information to share with others. 
· Be a friend.  Look for opportunities to reach out to parents and caregivers who are under stress or need a helping hand.  If you aren't sure where to start, visit www.kempe.org for ideas on volunteering and getting involved. 
· Spread the word. Education is the key to prevention. 
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Advocacy on the Go Training

Kids don't know politics, but every day they are affected by public policies and laws.  It's up to grown-ups to speak up and make sure those policies and laws are good for kids' health and well-being.  On March 18, The Children's Hospital offered two seminars for people who wanted to learn more about advocating for kids’ health and well-being through public policy advocacy.  All were welcome to attend these sessions led by famed advocacy leader Nancy Amidei.  Amidei shared tips, resources, and strategies for influencing public policy.  The training was held during the 2009 legislative session to inspire participants to take advantage of opportunities to influence legislators while they are in session.  This was a great opportunity for beginner advocates to get comfortable with the basics of advocacy and served as an excellent refresher for more experienced advocates.  Missed the training but interested in learning more about legislative advocacy? Please visit www.thechildrenshospital.org/advocacy and click on "Be a Champ for Children - Advocacy Tips from an Expert."
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Advocacy Spotlight: Public Participation in a Legislative Hearing 
An Interview with Stephanie Benintendi
One of the ways in which The Children’s Hospital influences public policy decisions related to children’s health and safety is by providing expert testimony on bills during legislative committee hearings. On January 26, Stephanie Benintendi testified in support of House Bill 1020, which would make it easier for families to re-enroll in the Medicaid and CHP+ public health insurance programs, allowing them to enroll via telephone or online.  The current process is a paper process conducted in person or via mail. 
  

Why did you agree to testify on this legislation?  
I think it is vital for our legislators to hear from people who work with families on a regular basis.  We see the struggles these families have on a daily basis and if we can help cut down the time it takes for a family to be re-approved for Medicaid service so their child can have continuous coverage, then we are doing the right thing.  
  

What, if anything, surprised you about the process?
The amount of formality when the testifiers were addressed by the committee or when they were addressing each other.  It was a very respectful process, even though there were very tough questions that were being raised.  
  

What was the best part about speaking in front of the legislative committee?  What was the worst? 
The best part about speaking in front of the legislative committee was being able to exercise my civic duty by telling our legislators how I feel about this and that I hope for their support.  The worst part was being afraid of not having the answer to their questions.  It’s a little intimidating to go before a committee such as this one and plead your case.  
  

Would you encourage others to participate in the legislative process in this way? Why?
Absolutely. I learned more about how a bill becomes law in one afternoon than I ever did in my Government classes. I definitely will track this bill.  
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News, updates, and events from The Children's Hospital Grassroots Advocacy Network...

Advocacy Lunch and Learn: Colorado Healthcare Affordability Act: What it means for Colorado kids and you! 
Date/Time: Tuesday, March 31, noon – 1 p.m.
Location: Mt. Yale Conference Room, The Children's Hospital, 13123 E. 16th Ave.
Click here to register!
Advocacy Lunch & Learn: Preventing Shaken Baby Syndrome: What we are doing, and how you can help!
Date/Time: Monday, April 13, noon - 1 p.m.
Location: Mt. Yale Conference Room, The Children's Hospital, 13123 E. 16th Ave.
Click here to register!

Advocacy Lunch and Learn: 2009 Legislative Wrap-Up
Date/Time: Wednesday, May 13, noon - 1 p.m.
Location: Mt. Yale Conference Room, The Children's Hospital, 13123 E. 16th Ave.
Click here to register!
The 2009 Colorado legislative session ends on May 6th! Stay tuned for upcoming action alerts.
Rooting for Kids! is published 5 times annually by the Office of External Affairs located at:
The Children's Hospital
13123 East 16th Avenue, B080
Aurora, CO  80045
Continue to visit www.thechildrenshospital.org/advocacy for advocacy tools, news and events.
