Colorado SCHIP Coalition Applauds Signing of Children’s Health Insurance Bill

A diverse coalition of organizations representing health care providers, advocates, faith leaders and the business community is celebrating President Obama’s signing of legislation reauthorizing the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) as a victory for Colorado children. 

“Given the worsening economic environment facing Colorado families, now more than ever, strengthening federal support for children’s health insurance programs is the right thing to do,” said Anne Warhover, president and CEO of The Colorado Health Foundation. “Together, Medicaid and SCHIP form a critical safety net for Colorado children. With every percentage point increase in the state’s unemployment rate, more than 10,000 children would become uninsured were it not for CHP+ and Medicaid.”

Colorado’s SCHIP program, known as Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+), provides health coverage to children who are not eligible for Medicaid and whose parents are not offered or cannot afford health insurance through their employers. It also provides a safety net for kids whose parents have lost their jobs and cannot afford to purchase private insurance. More than 60,000 children are covered by the program, which covers doctor visits, immunizations, medications, emergency room services, dental services, vision and hearing care and behavioral care. 

“The passage of SCHIP reauthorization is an important step towards ensuring more children have access to vital health care services.  In addition to maintaining and expanding health coverage for children, we are pleased that the legislation also includes provisions for investment in the development of pediatric health care quality measures,” said Jim Shmerling, president and CEO of The Children’s Hospital. “We are hopeful that Colorado policymakers will take into consideration the expanded federal provisions included in this legislation, particularly in light of the state’s current fiscal crisis, and will seize the opportunity to positively impact the health of Colorado’s children.” 

The legislation increases federal SCHIP funding available to Colorado by 36 percent to $97.5 million in the 2009 fiscal year. The increased funding will help Colorado ensure that all children who meet the program’s eligibility requirements can be covered by the program. Currently, there are as many as 50,000 children who are eligible for CHP+ but not enrolled in the program. 

“Our state leaders must work to continue Colorado’s track record of success when it comes to providing our children with health coverage,” said Deborah Colburn of the 2010 All Kids Covered Initiative. “Colorado should take advantage of the unprecedented commitment made by President Obama and Congress and continue our state’s progress in getting all kids covered.”

The Colorado SCHIP Coalition was formed in 2007 to advocate for reauthorization of the children’s health insurance program. Its members include health care providers, faith-based groups, advocacy organizations, foundations and members of the business community. 

For more information about CHP+, visit www.cchp.org or call (800) 359-1991.
