
Ethanol boom heading
from pumped to slump
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Witnesses killed statewide
despite protection program

Each of these people had knowledge of a crime. None was protected. All were murdered.

Online today»With fall in the air, our photographers take a final shot at summer. » denverpost.com/mediacenter

TWO
SWEET!

By Clifford Krauss The New York Times

nevada, iowa» The ethanol boom of recent years —
which spurred a frenzy of distillery construction, record
corn prices, rising food prices and hopes of a new future
for rural America — may be fading.

Only last year, farmers here spoke of a biofuel gold rush,
and they rejoiced as prices for ethanol and the corn used to
produce it set records.

But companies and farm cooperatives have built so
many distilleries so quickly that the ethanol market is sud-
denly plagued by a glut, in part because the means to dis-
tribute it has not kept pace. The average national ethanol
price on the spot market has plunged 30 percent since May,
with the decline escalating sharply in the past few weeks.

“The end of the ethanol boom is possibly in sight and
may already be here,” said Neil Harl, an economics profes-
sor emeritus at Iowa State University who lectures on etha-
nol and is a consultant for producers. “This is a dangerous
time for people who are making investments.”
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Video: Rhonda Fields and Christine Wolfe describe the struggle since their children were killed.

Moving day for Children’s
On Saturday, scores of young patients at
Children’s Hospital in Denver, including
Carter Harris, above, headed to the hospital’s
new digs in Aurora. The 2-year-old held mom
Danette Tafoia’s hand as he received a round
of chemo Friday before being moved.
denver & the west »1C

By Michael Booth
The Denver Post

Art Zhong knows he should re-
lax about college.

Whittle his stack of applica-
tions down from 20. Forget the
leafy quads and storied bricks of
at least a few of the two dozen
campuses he’s visited. Skip a
third run at improving his SAT
score. Start ignoring either his
high school counselor or the pri-
vate college counselor his par-
ents hired, because their advice
tends toward contradiction.

“I hate this application pro-
cess,” Zhong admits late one
night when he should be writing
a civics paper. “Am I thinking
about it too much? Probably.”

It’s crazy season for Colorado
high school seniors, but it doesn’t
have to be that way. More stu-
dents get into more great colleg-
es than recent hype would have
us believe, without the expensive
gymnastics of résumé-building
and test-boosting. Most fresh-
men are at the college they
sought most. And some of the
mostexpensive colleges offersur-
prising levels of financial aid.

Still, the grace of perspective
is as rare as a “yes” from the

COLLEGE » 26A

By David Olinger The Denver Post

J avad Marshall-Fields foresaw his future.
He had survived two bullet wounds, watched his

friend die and agreed to testify against one of the gun-
men who shot three people at a July 4 party. Now he was at
a sports bar, where a stranger called him by name, identi-
fied him as a witness and warned, “You’re a marked man.”

“They are going to kill me,” Marshall-Fields told his friends.
He was right. He and his fiancée, Vivian Wolfe, were

gunned down the next night on an Aurora street, days be-
fore he was scheduled to testify against Robert Ray in the
2004 murder case.

Arapahoe County prosecutors knew there were reasons
to worry. Six months earlier, one prosecutor had filed a mo-
tion to keep the addresses of Marshall-Fields and five other
witnesses secret. All feared having their locations known.

But five court dates and nearly six months passed before
that motion was finally considered by a judge. By then a de-
fense lawyer had given detailed witness information to his
client, a drug dealer associated with a dangerous Chicago-
based gang.

For 12 years, Colorado has had a fund to protect state wit-
nesses from harm.

But according to Rhonda Fields, Javad’s mother, no one
told him this program existed. After burying her son, she
asked a prosecutor why he was never offered protection as
a murder witness.

The response: “He never asked.”
In Colorado, at least 16 witnesses and associates have

been murdered since the state created a fund to protect the
lives of witnesses. In most cases, threats preceded the mur-
ders. Some witnesses repeatedly reported those threats to
police and prosecutors.

A Denver Post computer analysis found that since 1998,
Colorado prosecutors have filed more than 2,000 felony
cases of crimes against witnesses — crimes ranging from
harassment and witness tampering to arson and murder.
Witnesses have been kidnapped, raped and shot.

Yet in a typical year, judicial districts throughout the
state spend less to protect the lives of witnesses than Den-
ver spends to plant flowers.
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DYING TO TESTIFY

Rockies rout Arizona, live another day | CU stuns No. 3 Oklahoma, 27-24
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College admission
gets dose of sanity
Counselors say most kids
get into their first-choice
school despite anxiety.

THE SERIES
First in a three-part
special report by
The Denver Post

TODAY: Colorado’s
witness-protection
program lacks funds,
organization and guide-
lines. Its very existence
remains unknown to
many witnesses and
some in law enforce-
ment, leading to witness
killings that might have
been prevented.

MONDAY:Without
protection, life as a wit-
ness, or even as a family
member of a witness,
can be a terrifying —
and expensive — ordeal.

TUESDAY: The state’s un-
derfunded program can
leave witnesses feeling
that no one cares about
them. But without the
courage of witnesses,
homicides can go un-
solved forever.
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Javad Marshall-
Fields and his fian-
cée, Vivian Wolfe,
might be alive to-
day if he’d known
about Colorado’s
witness-protection
fund. Family photo »denverpost.com/witness

Aloha
From Maui to Kauai,

Hawaii’s natural beauty and
adventure are the big draws.
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Cancer patient Carter Harris, 2, plays with a broom in the hall of the old hospital Saturday before being moved. Photos by RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post

SMOOTH MOVE FOR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Patients all tucked in at new site

By Kirk Mitchell The Denver Post

windsor» A police officer was hos-
pitalized and the man who shot him
was dead Saturday after an investiga-
tion into $25 worth of candy stolen
from a Weld County grocery store led
to a shootout.

The Windsor police officer, whose

name was not released, was in stable
condition at Medical Center of the
Rockies in Loveland after he was shot
three times in a pr0tective vest and
once or twice in the lower body, said
Margie Martinez, spokeswoman for
the Weld County Sheriff’s Office.

The man who authorities said fired
the shots, whose name was not re-

leased by police, was found dead in
his unit at Governor’s Farm Apart-
ments, 701 6th Ave. in the town west
of Greeley.

It was not clear Saturday night
whether he was killed when a second
Windsor officer returned fire, or if he
killed himself later. Police said he was
67 or 68 years old.

The incident began about 1:45 p.m.
when two officers were dispatched to
the man’s apartment on a complaint
that he had stolen $25 worth of candy
from a nearby Safeway.

According to Jerry Selzer, adminis-
trative sergeant for Windsor police,
the suspect opened the door of his

unit in the retirement apartment com-
plex and immediately began firing
with a handgun. The first officer was
hit and unable to return fire.

His partner did fire back, though it
remained unknown Saturday night
whether he hit, injured or killed the
suspect. That officer was not struck,
Martinez said.

The man then retreated into his
apartment, and authorities scrambled
to evacuate elderly residents while
SWAT teams from nearby Greeley
and Loveland arrived.

Authorities were unable to make
contact with the man, and, after a lit-
tle more than two hours, a robotic

camera was sent to the apartment.
“They sent everything they could

send: robots, tanks and commandos,”
said neighbor Dave Martinez, who
watched the standoff unfold.

The camera saw the body of the sus-
pect inside the apartment, Margie
Martinez said.

Representatives of the Weld Coun-
ty district attorney’s office were at the
scene Saturday night to investigate.

Correspondent Desiree Belmarez con-
tributed to this report fromWindsor.

Kirk Mitchell: 303-954-1206 or
kmitchell@denverpost.com

By Mark P. Couch The Denver Post

Maybe the Milwaukee Brewers jacket
that Rockies fan Ricky Walker wore
before the game was the lucky charm.

Or maybe it was Charlie Martin’s bet
that a Rockies ticket would be worth
the $40 paid to a scalper before know-
ing whether the home team still was a
contender.

Whatever it was, there was joy Satur-
day night in Lower Downtown. The
Rockies beat the Arizona Diamond-

backs 11-1 to stay in the playoff race as
San Diego, now one game ahead for
the wild-card slot, lost in Milwaukee.

Fans pouring out of Coors Field
basked in the glow of a team that could
make the postseason for the first time
since 1995.

“They’re going to do it,” said Chris-
tine Bevilacqua, as husband Michael
snuggled their 3-month-old son, Lo-
gan. “They’re on fire.”

“It won’t be easy, but I think they can
make it,” said Angel Cruz, at his first

game with his son, Angel Jr.
“I’m optimistic,” said Brian Wil-

loughby. “It would be nice if only it
was in our hands.”

To tie for the wild card, the Rockies
must win again this afternoon and the
Brewers must again beat the Padres.

Before Saturday’s game, Walker
vowed to wear his lucky coat and his
Rockies cap all day. “If they win,” he
said, watching the Brewers beat the Pa-
dres 4-3, “I may wear it all night and
again tomorrow.”

Scorsese to make film on ex-Beatle »2C

George Harrison’s spiritual journey
inspires director to delve into his story
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Missing
the science
of teaching

By Katy Human The Denver Post

C
arter Harris, a 2-year-old cancer patient at Children’s Hospital, was still tod-
dling down hallways in the hospital’s old Denver building at 9 a.m. Saturday
— two hours after staff expected him to catch an ambulance ride to the new

hospital in Aurora.

“It’s going slower than we thought,” said Car-
la Woolley, an oncology staff assistant, gestur-
ing to plastic-wrapped equipment still lining
the hallways.

But for Carter, who will turn 3 on Halloween,
the delay just meant more time to play and a
shower of extra attention. Nurse Carol Van
Daam pulled him through the hall in a red wag-
on, the boy grinning at anyone who would look.

Children’s Hospital moved from Denver to
Aurora on Saturday, closing the old emergency
room at 7 a.m., and opening for business at the

same time in a new, $567 million building in Au-
rora, near the University of Colorado Hospital.

Through Saturday evening, the move was pro-
ceeding smoothly — mostly. Some supplies
were needed in the new location, and the eleva-
tors quit in the old hospital for a time, but the pa-
tients were fine.

At 6:43 p.m., the last patient left the old hos-
pital, said spokeswoman Ramonna Tooley.
Ambulances and vans transported 111 patients
in 12 hours — 12 kids were discharged earlier
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Rockies fans’ hopes still in play for today’s game

L ast Sunday, Jo O’Brien was read-
ing a story in The Denver Post
and something in it hit her like

a fist to the jaw. “I literally let out a
gasp,” she said.

It was a statement by a principal
about how her rural Colorado ele-
mentary school was spending five
hours a day teaching reading and
math to get its CSAP scores up. As a
result, only 22 percent of fifth-grad-
ers had scored proficient in science.
“There’s only so much time in a
day,” the principal said.

For O’Brien, assistant commission-
er for assessment in the state Depart-
ment of Education, this was cause for
alarm. If in 2007 educators still don’t
realize that teaching science is teach-
ing reading and math, well, maybe
the U.S. really is doomed to look to
India, China and Europe for innova-
tion in the 21st century.

Sure, O’Brien has seen the num-
bers that show the poor performance
by students on tests of basic skills.
“The state is not doing well in read-
ing and math,” she said. “But that’s
not because we’re giving too much at-
tention to science.”

Quite the contrary, with no state-
wide high school graduation require-
ments, historically weak science ad-
mission requirements to state univer-
sities, and no statewide assessments
in science until a couple of years ago,
science instruction is on the verge of
collapse.

Schools districts have slashed bud-
gets for textbooks, labs and special-
ists, neglected science curricula and,
for a lot of kids, science became an
elective.

Like beading.
O’Brien said that many Colorado

kids had little or no science instruc-
tion in elementary or middle school,
“so it was no surprise when they
would sit down with a high-school
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Fatal end to candy-theft case
SHOOTOUT AT RETIREMENT COMPLEX
A resident in his 60s allegedly opens fire on cops
at his door to investigate a Safeway theft. One
officer is hit, and the suspect is later found dead.

A little help. Milwaukee de-
nies San Diego a spot in the
playoffs. sports» section B

Online: What theme
song would you suggest for
the Rockies?» denverpost.com

Fans score a photograph with Rock-
ies infielder Jamey Carroll before
the game. Karl Gehring, The Denver Post

More entertainment. Bill Husted, celebrity gallery »2C
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Dr. Kerry Moss gives Carter a kiss Saturday. As the
hospital’s move to Aurora proceeded slowly, Carter
had time to soak up extra affection from the staff.
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in the day.
In oncology, three of 14 patients

were well enough to be discharged
before 8 a.m. Saturday.

“Yahoo!” Van Daam yelled after
taking the call. “We have three kids
going home we don’t have to
move.”

Vulnerable to infection
Carter has acute myelogenous leu-

kemia, a cancer of the blood and
bone marrow, said his mother,
Danette Tafoia.

The child, who also has Down syn-
drome, went through one bout of
chemotherapy last September, Taf-
oia said, and seemed cancer-free for
five months.

He relapsed in August.
Tafoia brought him back to Chil-

dren’s on Monday, for a round of
more intense chemotherapy.

His hair fell out Tuesday, Tafoia
said.

“He didn’t lose it last time,” she
said, stroking Carter’s bald head.

A nurse came in to give the boy
two medicines by mouth — one to
prevent pneumonia, the other to
prevent fungal disease. Because of
his leukemia and the intense chemo-
therapy drugs he’s on, Carter is ex-
tremely vulnerable to infection.

He was scheduled for an early de-
parture for that reason, Van Daam
said.

“We want him in a clean ambu-
lance,” she said.

Down the hall, Trish Montano,
clinical coordinator and self-de-
scribed “air-traffic controller” for
the oncology department, an-
swered a call from the new hospital.

“They want everyone to know the
patients are coming over without
hats and urinals,” she called out.
“They need us to bring them. They
don’t have any over there.”

Urinals and “hats,” named for
their shape, are urine-collection de-
vices, used when staff must weigh
patient input and output, test it, or
dispose of it properly.

Some chemotherapy drugs can be
dangerous, even after they pass
through the body, Montano ex-
plained.

View of the mountains
Carter’s transport team finally

picked him up at 9:30 a.m., strap-
ping him — crying — onto a gurney.
He slept most of the 20 minutes it
took to drive across town, his moth-
er said, but was wide-eyed as he en-
tered the new building.

So was Tafoia. “It’s big,” she said.
“I’m going to get lost in here.”

About 10:15 a.m., the two walked

into Carter’s new room on the sev-
enth floor, with a view of the bal-
loon-lined entrance to the new
building — and the mountains be-
yond.

“I'm afraid to touch anything, it’s
all so nice,” Tafoia said. “It’s like a
hotel.”

Carter stood on the sofa, licked
the window and grinned.

Back at the old hospital, several el-
evators stopped working mid-day
Saturday.

In a service elevator, carrying
stacks of empty boxes, Woolley

rolled her eyes.
“I don’t like this very much,” she

said, “but at the new hospital the oth-
er day, they didn’t work either. It’ll
take awhile before all the glitches
are worked out, I’m sure.”

Five transport teams scrubbed
down gurneys in the dark lobby of
the old hospital.

Private shower in room
At midafternoon Saturday, Tafoia

took a shower in her private bath,
steps away from Carter’s crib.

It took awhile to figure out the wa-

ter controls, she laughed, but no
complaints: At the old hospital, she
could shower in a shared facility
only between 6 and 10 a.m., or 7 and
10 p.m.

Later, holding Carter, Tafoia
watched “The Little Mermaid”
on-demand on her room television,
ignoring the X-box 360 that also
was available.

There are new X-boxes in every
room in the new hospital, Montano
said. “The boys love ’em. They’re
not going to want to go home.”

About 4 p.m., clinical assistant
Carissa Kullman walked into Carter
and Tafoia’s new room with a
blood-pressure cart. She couldn’t
coax the machine to get a reading
from the boy’s leg.

“I’ll come back,” Kullman said.
“This is our only machine. Hopeful-
ly, they’re bringing more.”

Tafoia said she hoped to be home
in Pueblo by Halloween for Carter’s
birthday.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation is
going to redecorate his room, Taf-
oia said, with a Peter Pan theme.

“He”ll have new pictures, furni-
ture, figurines, TV, DVD player,”
Tafoia said.

“A lot of families take trips, but
Carter, he gets scared at places like
amusement parks, and I’m afraid of
infection” she said.

“And Peter Pan is magical.”

Katy Human: 303-954-1910 or
khuman@denverpost.com
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counselor and say, ‘No, I don’t
want to be doing science.’ ”

We let 14-year-olds deter-
mine our future and created
an epidemic of scientific illiter-
acy in the process.

Now some of those once sci-
ence-challenged 14-year-olds
are teachers, so it’s no sur-
prise that many educators be-
lieve science can’t be integrat-
ed into reading and math in-
struction.

“If the teachers are feeling
allergic or uncomfortable or
unsettled about their own sci-
entific knowledge, sure they
will say, ‘That’s something we
can scuttle,’ ” O’Brien said. “At
this point what we need is sci-
ence education for teachers.”

As Archimedes would say,
Eureka.

On Friday, President Bush,
who’s no Archimedes himself,
called for the creation of a glo-
bal fund for research into
clean-energy technology.

Yes, after years of dissing
scientists, now he’s counting
on them to get us out of the
global-warming mess.

At the same time, Gov. Bill
Ritter has made it clear he
wants Colorado in the fore-
front in the competition for con-
tracts, grants and businesses in-
volved in alternative energy.

With his STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Math) agenda, O’Brien said,
he has created “a forced focus
on science.

“We don’t want to have to
import scientific thinkers to
this state anymore.”

Nationwide, study after
study has shown declining sci-
ence achievement since at
least 1983. The Center for Edu-
cation Reform recently
ranked the U.S. 19th out of 29
industrialized nations in sci-
ence proficiency.

Meanwhile, the generation
of scientists that was inspired
and nurtured by generous edu-
cational scholarships after the
launch of Sputnik in 1957 isn’t
getting any younger.

I know something about
this.

I was in first grade at Phil-
ipp Elementary School in Mil-
waukee when the news broke
that the Russians had just wal-
loped us with Sputnik.

Ms. Francisco gathered her
class of rambunctious
6-year-olds and told us that
we were going to go to the
moon.

For weeks she taught us
about planets, stars and
moons. We learned the mean-
ing of words like light year,
gravity, oxygen, precipitation
and atmosphere. We drew a
solar system roughly to scale
on the classroom wall. We
built a spaceship out of card-
board and spacesuits out of
aluminum foil.

Then we invited our parents
to watch the mission.

We counted down and blast-
ed off. Each of us had to deliv-
er a report on our scientific re-
search as we walked on our
imaginary moonscape.

All of this involved reading,
writing, math and science and,
honestly, I’ll never forget it.

How could I? I learned how
to say cumulonimbus.

Did I mention I was 6?

Diane Carman’s column ap-
pears Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday. Reach her at
303-954-1489 or dcarman@den-
verpost.com.
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“The state is not
doing well in
reading and

math. But that’s
not because

we’re giving too
much attention

to science.”
Jo O’Brien, assistant

commissioner
for assessment in

the state Department
of Education

HOSPITAL: Staff ironing out the wrinkles
Danette Tafoia and Carter take in the view from Carter’s room at the new Children’s Hospital in Aurora. Photos by RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post

“I’m afraid to touch anything, it’s all so nice. It’s
like a hotel.” Danette Tafoia, mother of 2-year-old Carter Harris,
who was transported to the new Children’s Hospital on Saturday

CARMAN:

Science class
needs a flash
of Eureka

Staff members at Children’s Hospital in Denver strap in Carter so he
can be moved to the new Children’s Hospital in Aurora on Saturday.
Ambulances and vans transported 111 patients in 12 hours.

Carter dances to music on the radio Saturday morning at Children’s Denver campus.
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