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Alignment of Medicaid Eligibility for Kids
SB 11-008

Sen. Betty Boyd and Rep. Cheri Gerou

Background: Currently, a Colorado family can have kids on two different state health insurance programs, causing confusion, inefficiency and unnecessary costs.  In a family with two children, ages four and seven with an annual income between 100% and 133% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)
, the four year old would to be eligible for Medicaid and the seven year old would be eligible for the Child Health Plan (CHP+).  This family’s children will have different health plans, different benefits, two different enrollment cycles and potentially different health care providers.  
What does this bill do? This bill would establish Medicaid eligibility for all children under the age of 18 to 133% of the Federal Poverty Level.  
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Why is this a good idea? SB11-008 removes red tape for families and makes government more efficient. By aligning eligibility, siblings will now be covered by the same program, making it easier for families to renew coverage and access care.  A child would no longer have to switch programs simply because they turn six.  Aligning eligibility will also help providers caring for these children take advantage of federally funded enhanced payment rates in 2013 and 2014.  Better payment encourages more physicians to care for Medicaid patients.  Finally, this bill will align Colorado’s Medicaid eligibility with eligibility levels required of all states by 2014.  

What will this cost? Due to new federal law reauthorizing the Child Health Plan, it is now possible to do this without significant state cost.  The federal match rate for CHP+ will continue even though the kids will be covered through Medicaid.  

Supporting Organizations:
All Kids Covered Initiative

Colorado Coalition for the Medically Underserved

Colorado Children’s Campaign

Metropolitan Organization for People

Covering Kids and Families

Colorado Community Health Network

American Academy of Pediatrics – Colorado Chapter

Colorado Medical Society

Colorado Academy of Family Physicians
� In 2010, 133% of FPL is $29,327 for a family of 4, while 100% of FPL is $22,050 for a family of 4.





Contact:  Jennifer Miles,  303-668-3979,  jennifer@milesgovtrealtions.com
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