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Lifting  
Children Up
2023 Advocacy Priorities:  
Resilient Kids and Strong Communities
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Here at Children’s Hospital Colorado, child health advocacy is an 
integral part of our mission. As a nonpartisan organization, we strive 
to be a voice for the unique needs of children, speaking up for kids in 
public policy issues at every level of government. 

After the 2022 midterm elections, the composition of the state 
legislature in Colorado and the United States Congress in 
Washington, D.C. will have a bearing on what policy priorities 
lawmakers will advance and defend. In Colorado, Democrats 
sustained control of the governor’s office and both the state 
Senate and the state House. At the federal level, Congress will  
be divided; control of the U.S. House shifted to Republicans and 
the U.S. Senate will be led by the Democrats.   

Even amid the ongoing youth mental health crisis, healthcare 
professional workforce shortage and an early and difficult surge 
of respiratory illness among young children this fall, there are 
still reasons to be hopeful for child health public policy prospects 
in 2023. Following the direction of the communities we care 
for and represent, Children’s Hospital Colorado will champion 
policies that promote the health and well-being of Colorado kids 
and their families. Our initiatives this year will include continued 
reforms and long-term investments in the youth mental health 
system and expanding access to Community Health Workers to 
reduce health disparities and improve health outcomes. These 
policies are guided by our community health needs assessment. 

As the year ahead unfolds, we look forward 
to elevating the resilient voices of kids, 
families and communities, amplifying our 
advocacy mission and advancing policy 
solutions that will strengthen the future of 
children’s health.
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Steadfast Support for Mental Health 

Ensuring funding reaches children, youth and families 
In May 2021, Children’s Hospital Colorado (Children’s Colorado) declared a state of emergency 
for youth mental health. Unfortunately, a year and a half later, children and youth continue to 
experience an ongoing crisis. Last year, with a broad coalition of advocates, we secured over $150 
million in one-time federal COVID-19 relief funding to invest in youth mental health. This funding was 
allocated to support initiatives along the care continuum, from prevention and early intervention 
and home and community-based services to crisis services and residential treatment for children 
and youth with higher acuity needs. Over the next few months, we will closely monitor this funding to 
ensure that it is deployed as quickly as possible. We will also monitor the implementation of the new 
state’s Behavioral Health Administration to ensure that it provides better-coordinated services for 
children and youth served by multiple state agencies and increased accountability for policy, strategy 
and services for all children and youth.

The right care in the right place at the right time 
Children’s Colorado is collaborating with partners to develop legislation that will provide increased 
access to appropriate services for patients who no longer need a hospital level of care but currently 
lack access to appropriate step-down treatment options upon discharge from the hospital. Recent 
changes to federal and state law have created barriers to residential treatment facilities for many 
children and youth with complex mental health needs. Unfortunately, while many of these facilities 
have closed, Colorado continues to experience a lack of access to the home and community-based 
services and placements needed to ensure that every child is served in the right place at the right 
time. Children’s Colorado will pursue new strategies to increase access to services along the 
continuum of care.  

Reducing youth substance use 
Substance use by teens can have a major impact on their health and well-being. Young people most 
commonly use alcohol, marijuana and tobacco. As part of our mission to secure sustainable funding 
to support youth mental health, Children’s Colorado is working closely with a coalition of advocates 
to reduce substance use and strengthen access to substance use prevention, early intervention, 
treatment and recovery. Children’s Colorado will also continue to advocate for local and state 
policies that prevent tobacco initiation among young people.
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Expanding Access to Care  

In the 2023 legislative session, we will defend Colorado’s Medicaid program, which covers 
nearly 660,000 children — about half the kids in our state. As the state continues preparing 
for the next phase of Colorado’s Medicaid delivery system, we will advocate for stronger 
integration of physical and behavioral health and for greater investments addressing 
the health-related social needs that affect children’s well-being. We will champion the 
expansion of children’s access to health insurance coverage, work with policymakers to 
ensure that coverage remains stable through the ongoing public health emergency and 
ensure that Colorado’s Medicaid program serves children the best that it can.
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Removing Barriers to Health Equity   

Diversifying the healthcare workforce  
Community Health Workers (CHWs) link patients to health and social programs to promote access to services and 
improve the quality and cultural competence of healthcare delivery. Yet unlike some other states, Colorado Medicaid 
does not reimburse for CHW services. That’s why Children’s Colorado will pursue legislation that improves access to 
CHWs via Medicaid reimbursement to promote health equity and address patients’ social needs.  

Community Health Workers typically deliver health education, including preventive services and chronic disease 
management, supporting patients in navigating the healthcare system and accessing community-based services to 
address social determinants of health. As Colorado strives to identify innovative health policy solutions, expanding 
access to CHWs can help build healthcare and public health workforce capacity while also investing in services to 
foster positive health outcomes and reduce healthcare costs.  

5



2023 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES: RESILIENT KIDS AND STRONG COMMUNITIES

6

Federal Priorities   

Championing kids at the highest level   
The Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Education (CHGME) 
program is the backbone of the pediatric healthcare workforce 
and promotes timely access to care. Congress created the 
program in 1999 to support children’s hospitals in their mission 
to teach the next generation of pediatricians and pediatric 
subspecialists. Currently, federal funding for CHGME training 
programs is only about half of the federal funding available 
for physicians who treat adults. The CHGME program will 
be reauthorized in 2023, and we will advocate for sustained 
commitments to strengthen the pediatric workforce and  
enhance access to care. 

Additionally, we will not let up on our work to advance youth 
mental health priorities in Congress. In the last year, we were 
grateful to bipartisan lawmakers who recognized the national 
state of emergency for youth mental health and funded school-
based mental health services and mental health integration 
in primary care. We will continue to seek additional long-term 
federal solutions that fill gaps in the current array of youth 
mental health services, defend the importance of mental health 
insurance equity and grow the youth mental health workforce. 
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Empowering Child Health Champions   

Child health advocacy is an integral part of our mission to improve the health 
of children. But we can’t do it alone. Join our Child Health Champions advocacy 
network to speak up for kids when key public policy decisions are being made.

Connect with us

Childrenscolorado.org/Advocacy 

advocacy@childrenscolorado.org

@COChildChamps

Facebook.com/ChildHealthChampions

Click the icon to join us.

http://childrenscolorado.org/Advocacy
mailto:advocacy%40childrenscolorado.org?subject=
https://twitter.com/childrenscolo
https://www.facebook.com/childhealthchampions/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/community/child-health-advocacy/action-center/?vvsrc=%2fRegister%3fuser%3dWbYn0olLGCRGq3zsNKfMCg
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© Children’s Hospital Colorado 2023 All rights reserved. 
Discrimination is Against the Law. Children’s Hospital Colorado complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 
Children’s Hospital Colorado does not exclude people or treat them differently because of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
Children’s Hospital Colorado provides free aids and services to people with disabilities to communicate effectively with us, such as: Qualified sign language interpreters, written information in other formats (large print, 
audio, accessible electronic formats, other formats). Children’s Hospital Colorado provides free language services to people whose primary language is not English, such as: Qualified interpreters, information written 
in other languages.
If you need these services, contact the hospital main line at 720.777.1234.
If you believe that Children’s Hospital Colorado has failed to provide these services or discriminated in another way on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex, you can file a grievance with: 
Corporate Compliance Officer, 13123 E 16th Avenue, B450, Aurora, Colorado 80045, Phone: 720.777.1234, Fax: 720.777.7257, corporatecompliance@childrenscolorado.org. You can file a grievance in person or by 
mail, fax, or email. If you need help filing a grievance, the Corporate Compliance Officer is available to help you.
You can also file a civil rights complaint with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights, electronically through the Office for Civil Rights Complaint Portal, available at https://ocrportal.
hhs.gov/ocr/portal/lobby.jsf, or by mail or phone at: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 200 Independence Avenue, SW Room 509F, HHH Building Washington, D.C. 20201 1-800-368-1019, 800-537-
7697 (TDD) Complaint forms are available at http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/office/file/index.html.
Children’s Hospital Colorado complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-720-777-1234.
CHÚ Ý: Nếu bạn nói Tiếng Việt, có các dịch vụ hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ miễn phí dành cho bạn. Gọi số 1-720-777-1234.
주의: 한국어를 사용하시는 경우, 언어 지원 서비스를 무료로 이용하실 수 있습니다. 1-720-777-1234 번으로 전화해 주십시오
注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電1-720-777-1234。
ВНИМАНИЕ: Если вы говорите на русском языке, то вам доступны бесплатные услуги перевода. Звоните 1-720-777-1234.
ማስታወሻ: የሚናገሩት ቋንቋ ኣማርኛ ከሆነ የትርጉም እርዳታ ድርጅቶች፣ በነጻ ሊያግዝዎት ተዘጋጀተዋል፡ ወደ ሚከተለው ቁጥር ይደውሉ 1-720-777-1234 (መስማት ለተሳናቸው.
. ملحوظة: إذا كنت تتحدث اذكر اللغة، فإن خدمات المساعدة اللغویة تتوافر لك بالمجان. اتصل برقم 1-1234-777-720 (رقم
ACHTUNG: Wenn Sie Deutsch sprechen, stehen Ihnen kostenlos sprachliche Hilfsdienstleistungen zur Verfügung. Rufnummer: 1-720-777-1234.
ATTENTION : Si vous parlez français, des services d’aide linguistique vous sont proposés gratuitement. Appelez le 1-720-777-1234.
ध्यान दनु होस:्तपयाइल ेनेपयाल बोल्नहन्छ भन तपयाइको ननम्त भयाषया सहयायतया सवयाहरू नःशल्क रूपमया उपलब्ध छ । फोन गनु होसर् 1्-720-777-1234 ।
PAUNAWA: Kung nagsasalita ka ng Tagalog, maaari kang gumamit ng mga serbisyo ng tulong sa wika nang walang bayad. Tumawag sa 1-720-777-1234.
注意事項：日本語を話される場合、無料の言語支援をご利用いただけます。1-720-777-1234 まで、お電話にてご連絡ください。
Ntị: Ọ bụrụ na asụ Ibo, asụsụ aka ọasụ n’efu, defu, aka. Call 1-720-777-1234.
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